How to Cite Research Sources in Your Research Paper

Citing scurces or making a citation In vour Daper Means you are referencing information you

obtained/learned while reading the research and it Is “relevant” {Important] to you topic.
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2.

3.

Titles of book, magazine, manuais Internet sites are in Rallcs and titles of articles {that come out
of a magazine or newspaper or from an Internat site) use quotation marks (“Cali Phones Causes
Brain Damages” sponsored by Med Tech website).

Sources should Include the following Information In the paper when you Introduce the source
for the first tme: suthor and title of the source {l.e. book title, article title, etc). For exampla: In
the book, Rain Forests Falier, by Jack Smith, he states the forests with viabie plant life are
dep!eﬂné at a rate 2,000 ot more acres per day. This fact means we could potentlaily be losing a
cure for cancer because many unidentified plant specles are belng destroved forever.

If there Is no author —just state the title of the source (L. internet article). Oceans contain
more garbage than landfilis {“Today's Ciceans”).

Once you have Introduced the sourcs for the first time then you only have to die the author’s
last hame or the title of the article In the parentheses after the fact/s. For example: Animals
living near raln forests are baginning to Inhablt human living quariers due to the lost of their
homes {Smith 14).

If you use a direct quote (word for word} from 2 tack then you must include the pags number
after the quote In parenthaeses. For example: "I we do not stop the vast amount of rain forest
destruction, we will witness environmeyial conseguences such as a larger hole in the ozone”
{Smnith 17).

All “uncommon’” facts should have citation; common knowledge facts do not need ctation (such

as the number of feet in a mile).

7. Rule of Thumb: use a citation {or more) In aach body paragraph.
8. The Works Citad page should “match” what sources you used In the research

paper! If you used 3 sources In the paper than they should all appear in MLA formaton the

Works Clied page.



